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Motivation + Goals

3



Speech-to-Text
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“Ich	gehe	um	
12	Uhr	essen”

“Ich	gang	am	
zwölfi	go	ässe”



Motivation

Swiss German is lacking a large-scale public 
dataset for Speech-to-Text!

• Walliserdeutsch, 7h
• ArchiMob (UZH), 70h
• Swiss Parliaments corpus (FHNW), 300h

• State-of-the-art systems need
thousands of hours!
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What?

• Crowdsource audio recordings from volunteers 
with an easy-to-use web application

• Goal: collect 2000h of audio
reach at least 24’000 people
in all German-speaking cantons
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Data collection
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Web application

Postcode, age, gender

Dies ist ein 
Satz

“Das esch ä Satz”

Dies ist ein Satz

• Easy to translate into 
dialect
(max. 12 words)

• Diverse vocabulary
(not too specialised)

Input Data Sentence selection

Data Collection: Web App www.dialektsammlung.ch

CommonVoice DE

Subtitles



Web App: Recording
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Web App: Validation
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PR Campaign
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In the summer: 
“Schoggitaler-Battle” +“Clash of the Cantons”



Data collected so far
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Data collected so far
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17’318 Recordings 929 Users



Contribute now!
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www.dialektsammlung.ch

Everyone can participate! It’ll help us a lot if you 
take 5 minutes to create recordings J



Lessons learnt
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Lessons Learnt

• No-one wanted to support the data collection, but now that we are 
doing it there is huge interest in the data

• Building, testing and running a web application for thousands of 
users takes a LOT of time

• It is better to use several different ways to reach our audience, 
rather than rely on one channel

• “Teaching Siri Swiss German” is a simple and effective pitch
• Many people care about dialects, but this does not automatically 

translate to a large number of recordings
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Questions?
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